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Studies in Ambiguity

I. A Parsha’s Theme: The “Real World”

e (Contact
e Posture
e Angel

e Reunion

e Aftermath
e Double Name Change
e Shimon, Levi and Shechem

Il. A Closer Look: In the Darkness of the Night
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23 And he got up that night, and took his two wives, and his two handmaids, and his eleven
children, and passed over the ford of the Yabbok. 24 And he took them, and crossed them
over the stream, and crossed over that which he had. 25 And Yaacov was left alone; and a
man wrestled with him until the breaking of the day. 26 And when he saw that he could not
overcome him, he touched the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of Jacob's thigh was
strained, as he wrestled with him. 27 And he said: 'Let me go, for the dawn has broken.' And
he said: 'l will not let you go, unless you bless me.' 28 And he said unto him: 'What is your
name?' And he said: 'Yaacov.' 29 And he said: No longer will it be said that your name is
Yaacov, but Israel; for you have striven with God and with man, and have overcome.'

e Why does Yaakov awaken?

e What is Yaakov doing and why?

e Why is he left alone?

e Who or what is the suddenly appearing man?
e What is the significance of the struggle?

[1l. A Closer Look: Reunion

)
)
)



2

OU Parsha Shiur 2021-2022
Shiur 7 Vayishlach

Rabbi Shmuel Goldin
rgoldin@ahavathtorah.org

27 719 N'UXI2
.02 NPT NRIX 7V 791 Inpan KR 1wy Y (T)
4 And Esav ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck, and kissed him; and

they wept.

e What do the verbs in this pasuk teach us?
e What uncertainty is reflected in the “dots” that appear over the word Inpw'l in the
Torah?

IV. A Closer Look: Aftermath

27 19 'R
1 TA27 NDYXRI ND7A1 nyol N ()
JIXXD 72 1M1 TAX DI' DIROTI 7V NI7Y APAN1 [RXN1 0D DT D YT TR 1'% N (a)
AWK TY OFT7'0 72771 197 AWR NORMN 7207 'oRT7 N7NINK N Ty 197 1TR K1 1y (TY)
MY TR X XANX
TN '2'WA [NRYAR DT NNY KRR QWUNR DYN [ )Ry X DAYK WY R (10)
MWW IDTY 1YY KINnD DI 2wl (T0)
:NIDO0 DIPNN DY R |2 7V ND0 NWY 1Mn?1 N 17 |21 NNd0 yo1 apyH (1)

12 And he said: 'Let us journey, and go, and | will go alongside you.' 13And he said to him:

'My lord knows that the children are tender, and the nursing flocks and cattle are upon me;
and if they are driven hard for a single day, all the flocks will die. 14 Let my lord, | pray you,
go ahead of his servant; and | make my way at my slow pace, according to the pace the
drove before me and according to the pace of the children, until | come to my lord at

Seir.' 15 And Esav said: 'Let me, | pray you, assign to you some of the people who are with
me."' And he said: To what purpose? Let me just find favour in my Lord’s eyes.' 16 And Esav
started back that day on his way towards Seir. 17 And Yaakov journeyed to Succot, and built
himself a house, and for his livestock he made shelters; he, therefore, called the name of
the place Succot.

e What are the undercurrents in this paragraph?
e How do we relate to the resolution? Was another possible?

V. A Closer Look: Yaakov’s Changing Name
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9 And God appeared unto Yaakov again, when he came from Paddan-aram, and He blessed
him. 10 And God said unto him: 'Your name is Jacob: your name shall no longer be called
Yaakov, but Israel shall be your name'; and He called his name Israel.

e Why is Yaakov’s name changed twice?

e What is the difference between the two occasions?

e What does the double name change teach us about our own challenges?
e Why doesn’t the name change “stick,” even after two tries?
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25 And they went up from Egypt, and came to the land of Canaan to Yaakov their

father. 26 And they told him, saying: 'Yosef is yet alive, and he is ruler over all the land of
Egypt.' And his heart stood still, for he could not believe them. 27 And they told him all the
words that Yosef had spoken to them; and he saw the wagons that Yosef had sent to carry
him, the spirit of Jacob their father revived. 28 And Israel said: 'It is enough; Yosef my son is
yet alive; | will go and see him before | die.'

1 And Israel set out with all that he had, and came to Beer-sheva, and offered sacrifices to
the God of his father Yitzchak. 2 And God spoke unto Israel in night visions, and said:
'Yaakov, Yaakov.' And he said: 'Here | am' 3 And He said: 'l am the God-God of your father;
have no fear of descending to Egypt; for there | will establish you as a great nation. 4 | will
descend with you to Egypt; and | will also surely bring you up; and Yosef shall place his hand
upon your eyes.' 5 And Yaakov arose from Beer-sheva; and the sons of Israel carried Yaakov
their father, and their little ones, and their wives, in the wagons which Pharaoh had sent to
carry him.
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e Follow the shifting name in this section-what do we see?



